
Speakers: Lynn Madsen, Marya Madsen, Sara Severson, & Daina Toevs

Many of us have people in our lives who struggle with addiction, mental
health, or behavioral problems. How do we love them, help them, support
them when their behavior is so disruptive, even dangerous? Can we even
stay in the relationship? We can feel isolated and alone, afraid or unwilling
to talk or ask for help. The grief and pain and shame often feel unbearable.
There are no easy answers. But we will take time this morning to bring
these issues out of the shadows and make sense of them. 

Gathering the Community
Pre-service Announcement Loop
Gathering Music: Traditional Irish
Prelude: “Wondering What to Give” by Heather Pierson
Welcome
Announcements
Land Acknowledgement 

Affirming Our Connections
Opening Congregational Song: “Life Calls Us On” by Jason Shelton
Call to Worship
Chalice Lighting words by Robin Gray

We join our voices in a holy communion of mind and heart 
Dedicated to the promises that bind us in compassion, one with another. 
In this hour we light the flame that signals our intention to find the sacred

in every living thing.
.

Centering
Time for all Ages: “The Curtains Round Old Joe's House,” written by Si Kahn
Singing the Children to Class: 
Now, go with each other to find meaning in the spirit of love that we share.
Sharing and Honoring 
Reflective Music: “One By One” by Heather Pierson
Silent Meditation or Prayer 

Seeking Wisdom & Inspiration
Wisdom words by Edgar Allen Poe, Stella Adler, & Gabor Maté
Song: “Guilty” by Randy Newman
Words by Janet Geringer Woititz, Warsan Shire
Song: “Every Time I Hear That Song” by Brandi Carlile, Tim Hanseroth, Phil
Hanseroth
Sermon: “Loving the Hard to Love” - Lynn Madsen

Returning to the World
Offering 
Offertory Music: Improvisation
Closing Congregational Song: “May the Long Time Sun” by Mike Heron
Benediction words by Lauralyn Bellamy
Chalice Extinguishing: 

We extinguish this flame, 
but not the light of truth, 

the warmth of community, or the fire of commitment. 
These we carry in our hearts and embody in our lives, 

Until we are together again.
Closing Song: “Carry the Flame”
Coffee Hour

A special “Thank You” goes to: 
Greeters: Chris Rader, Rhonnie Craven, & Pat Whitfield
Musicians: Daina Toevs, Steve Clem, Sara Severson, Marya Madsen, & Lynn
Madsen
Service Graphics: Lynn Madsen
Tech Support: Darius Severson
Announcement Loop: Hideo Fujita
Zoom Host: TBD
Coffee Host: Mary & Lynn Madsen 
Care Team: Allen Dietz
Religious Educators: Mari Lyons

Send your offering via PayPal

August 30, 2026August 30, 2026

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=QS4AEGA3T3ZGY
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=QS4AEGA3T3ZGY
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